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[Abstract:] Referring to shortage in Mass Melts #30 and #31 of 17 and 25 ozs. 
The United States Assay Office at Helena 

Office of the Assayer in Charge 

March 7, 1896 

Hon. Herman Kretz, 

Supt. Philadelphia Mint. — 

Philadelphia, Pa. — 

Sir: 


My shipment #30 containing mass melt #40, your weight was .17 ozs less than mine, and 
in shipment #31, containing mass melt #41, the weight was .25 ozs short. — 


As each mass melt is accomplished by a button consisting of the granules and assay clips, 
I have thought you failed to weight this button with the bar. — 


Will you kindly see that in the future the bar gets credit for the weight of the button. — 
Yours respectfully, 


H.H. Davis 
Acting Assayer in Charge. — 


[Enclosed note: ] 
US. Treasury Department. 


The shortages in weight in mass melts Nos. 40 & 41 were only usual, as mass always 
show a shrinkage from invoice weight. 


The buttons accompanying these mass melts were weighed with the bars respectively. 
The fact that mass melt bars are always accompanied by buttons is never lost sight of in the 


weight room. 


B. Green 


